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Living & Learning, 

Inspired by our faith 

 

Topic Theme: World War II  How you can help… 

Reading  

 [Please continue to sign your child’s reading 

diary every day, using the ‘New words…’ 

section to help the children incorporate new 

vocabulary in their writing and spoken 

language. 

 Continue talking to your child and 

questioning him/her about what they are 

reading to ensure they fully understand the 

text they are reading. 

 Please try to monitor their reading habits, to 

ensure they are reading a range of authors and 

genres.  Exposing them to different styles of 

writing will improve their own writing.  

 Ask your child questions about what they 

have read, ensuring that they are referencing 

the text to provide evidence for their answers. 

 

Some questions which could be asked: 

- can you find the word/phrase which shows 

that the character is unhappy/ disappointed/ 

ecstatic/ pleased? 
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Reading 

Feast Days to note 
 Ascension Thursday (13th May) 
 Pentecost Sunday 23rd May 
 Most Holy Trinity 30th May 
 Corpus Christi Sun. 6th June 
 Sacred Heart of Jesus Friday 11th June 
 SS Peter & Paul     29th June 

Skills focus: 

Life in the Risen Jesus  

 

- Know that Jesus rose from the dead. 

- Understand the meaning of the Resurrection. 

- Reflect on the importance of the Resurrection for us.  

- Know that Jesus is present among us in different ways. 

- Understand how Jesus teaches us to pray 

- Show some understanding of the religious beliefs within the Lord’s Prayer 

and the Rosary 

- Show some knowledge and some understanding of religious signs, symbols 

and actions used in prayer 

 

Other Faiths: 

-Know what the Church teaches us about other Faiths 

-Through the Apostles Creed, understand what we believe about our Catholic 

faith 



- Learn some important Jewish beliefs and celebrations 

- Learn about some significant Muslim Beliefs and practices  

- Know some of the beliefs we share and the differences with between 

Catholism and other faiths 

 

Skills focus: 

- retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

- show understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action;  

- discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and 

imagination;  

- identify the different types of comprehension questions; 

- draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions add 

actions.  

- apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, 

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that 

they meet.  

- identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a 

wide range of writing 

- making comparisons within and across books 

- predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  

- apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that 

they meet 

Text Focus:  

     –    The Wonder Garden by Jenny Broom 

- which word means the same as…? 

- in your own words, explain what the writer 

means when he says… 

- why has the author written in this way? 

- what is the poem/information text trying to 

tell you? 

- why has the author used this word? 

 

Writing 

 continue to encourage your children to edit 

their work before 

 handing it in.  The same level of quality and 

presentation is expected of homework as 

school work.  

 children can jot down any interesting words or 

phrases, in their diary) that they come across 

whilst reading to use later in their own writing 

– this is key to widening their vocabulary.  

 encourage your child to use new vocabulary 

that they have found in their reading books in 

their written work. 

 please encourage your child to read over their 

work and to check for any errors.  

 read through their work together and try to 

pick out a sentence or phrase that can be 

improved- could they use a fronted adverbial 

or a more sophisticated adjective? 

 

Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

• continue to work on the spellings that are 

given out for homework each week. It’s 

important that your child knows the rules of 

Writing  Skills focus: 

- plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the appropriate form 

- note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading 

- draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

- in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere, integrate 

dialogue to convey character and advance action 

- use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

- evaluate and edit by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation 



- proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

- perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 

volume, movement so that meaning is clear 

- select appropriate grammar and vocabulary and understand how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
 

spelling so when faced with an unfamiliar 

word they are able to spell it correctly. 

• write down some unpunctuated sentences for 

your child to punctuate correctly.  

• dictate a sentence, made up or read from a 

book, for your child to write down. Can they 

include the correct punctuation and spelling? 

Encourage them to look over their work to 

check for capital letters and missing 

punctuation. 

• look over words which have been sent as 

spellings. Discuss ways in which your child 

can remember the spelling. 

 

Maths 

 encourage and praise your child for giving 

maths questions a go, even if they are not sure 

of the answer. 

 encourage them to persevere, and show their 

working out at all times. 

 please speak to your child and encourage 

them to tell me of any concerns or 

misconceptions they may have in maths.  

 it is good to look at the maths homework and 

see what your child struggles with so that 

they have a good base understanding of maths 

as they go through the Year 5. This is the time 

to fill any gaps they have so they are 

confident mathematicians and can effectively 

draw on all of their knowledge to solve 

problems. 
 

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

- using hyphens and commas for parenthesis 

- subjunctive verbs 

- indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs 

- semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 

independent clauses cohesion within paragraphs 

- linking paragraphs using adverbials 

 

Summary: 

The children will have the opportunity to develop these skills, and use them 

independently in their creative writing. 

 

Science Scientists & Inventors : 

- Answer questions about David Attenborough’s life and work. 

- Research and present facts about living things, including diet and 

habitat. 

- Identify different types of evidence. 

- Describe Margaret Hamilton’s work on programming the on-board 

computer for the Apollo 11 spacecraft. 

- Describe Leonardo da Vinci’s life and his famous work, carrying 

out an inquiry to test the accuracy of Leonardo da Vinci’s ideas about 

proportion 

- Order facts about Eva Crane’s life and work 

- Group and rank materials based on their hardness and weight. 

- Describe the theory that Stonehenge could have been used as an 

astronomical calendar. 



 

Animals including Humans 

- Describe the changes as humans develop to old age in 

the context of the development of babies in their first year.  

- Record data and results of increasing complexity using bar and line 

graphs in the context of the growth of babies in height and/or weight 

during their first year after birth.  

- Describe and explain the main changes that occur during puberty. 

- Identify the changes that take place in old age. 

- Identify the relationship between variables and report findings from 

enquiries. 

 

 

 

Mastery  

 encourage investigative thinking,  

questioning, discussion and application  

 use precise mathematical vocabulary  

 make connections across mathematical ideas  

 use sequence, selection, and repetition in 

             programs; work with variables and various f 

            forms of input and output. 

 use logical reasoning to explain how some 

simple algorithms work and to detect and 

correct errors in algorithms and programs. 

 select, use and combine a variety of software 

            (including internet services) on a range of   

            digital devices to design and create a range of 

            programs, systems and content that       

            accomplish given goals including collecting 

            analysing, evaluating and presenting  

            data and information. 

 

 

Historical interpretation and enquiry 

a. To recognise that the past is represented and 

interpreted in different ways, and to give 

reasons for this. 

Mathematics - Decimals & Percentages 

- Geometry: Properties of Shape 

- Geometry: Position & Direction 

- Measurement: Converting units  

- Measurement: Volume 

 

P.E PE days are: Thursday & Friday.  

Students will also participate in the daily mile in preparation for our Sports 

Day on July 14th.  

 

Skills focus: 

Cricket 

 
- Perform basic fielding skills in a skill drill (catching, 

throwing, aiming).  

- Accurately perform fielding skills in a skill drill 

(catching, throwing, aiming).  

-  Select and apply fielding skills to a game situation 

making tactical decisions about where to field the 

ball to.  

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_1_a


- To perform basic batting techniques in a skill drill 

(making contact using power, aiming). 

- To select and apply bowling skills to a game 

situation, 

making tactical decisions about which type of bowl 

to deliver in which situations. 
 

Gymnastics  

- Perform travelling, jumping, rolling and balancing skills more 

accurately and precisely  

- Create simple sequences on the climbing frame and large apparatus.  

- Introduce Rhythmic gymnastics  

- Perform a variety of more advanced actions, balances and body 

shapes accurately with emphasis on extension and control. 

 

b. How to find out about the events, people and 

changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based 

sources [for example, documents, printed 

sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and 

photographs, music, artefacts, historic 

buildings and visits to museums, galleries and 

sites] 

Music Music guide listening: 

- listen to chosen music from the classic repertoire. 
Composing: 

- use notations to record groups of pitches (chords) 
Performing: 

- breathe in the correct place when singing. 

- use their understanding of meaning to add expression. 

- maintain their par whilst other are performing their part. 

Computing  

- Use logical reasoning to explain how some algorithms work, 

detecting and correcting any errors.  

- confidently collect, analyse, evaluate and present data and 

information. 

- Understand the importance of using technology safely, responsibly 

and respectfully.  

  

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/history/keystage2/index.aspx#note2_4_a


History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Design 

Our History topic this term is World War II. The class will learn when and 

why World War II began and find out about the key individuals and 

countries involved. In addition to this, they will discover all about 

evacuation; learn what it was like to live with food rationing, WW2 recipes, 

and explore the contribution made by women to the war effort. 

 

In Art & Design we will be learning about a number of famous artists, their 

styles and the movements they belonged to, using this as inspiration in their 

own work. We will explore cubism through the work of Picasso, focusing on 

how this form of art was used to express the violence and uncertainty caused 

by World War One and Two.  

 

 


