
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Chiswick 

Year 2 – Mr Lyons and Miss Heslington 

Summer Term 2021 

Living & Learning, 

Inspired by our faith 

Topic Themes: Travel and Transport & Beside the Seaside How you can help… 

Reading  

• Please make sure your child reads every 

night for at least fifteen minutes and that 

the adult who listens to them signs their 

reading record. Your child’s reading books 

will be changed on their reading day. 

• Ask your child questions about what they 

have read, ensuring that they are 

referencing the text to provide evidence for 

their answers. Please use the questions 

leaflet which will be provided to you at the 

beginning of the spring term. 

• After you have read a page, ask your child 

to point out any proper nouns, verbs, 

adverbs, adjectives or conjunctions (it is 

imperative that your children understands 

the meanings of these word classes).  

• Use the ‘New words …’ section of the 

reading record to help your child 

incorporate new vocabulary in their 

writing and spoken language. Please go 

through any unknown spellings with your 

child. Begin to discuss how a dictionary is 

R.E. Eastertide: The children will develop their knowledge and understanding that Jesus 

rose from the dead at Easter and is present with us today. The children will also learn 

about the appearance of Jesus to his disciples and his Ascension to heaven as well as 

what Pentecost is and the symbols of the Holy Spirit. 

The First Christians: The children will learn about the beginning of the Church and 

the first Christians. They will learn that the Holy Spirit enabled the apostles to spread 

the Good News of Jesus. They will learn about how Jesus helped Peter and John and 

how we can trust Jesus to help us. 

Reading Skills focus: 

- Discuss the significance of the title and events 

- Link what they hear or read to their own experiences 

- Explain and discuss what they have been reading 

- Discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of information are 

related 

- Discuss favourite words and phrases and be able to answer and ask 

questions 

- Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read 

- Draw inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

- Participate in discussion about what is read, taking turns and listening to 

others 

  

Summary: We will be reading various texts during the Summer Term. We will also 

be using spoken language to develop an understanding of our class texts. The 

children will have the opportunity to do this through imagining and exploring ideas 

in discussion, debate and role-play. 



Writing  Skills focus: 

- Write for different purposes including fictional personal experiences 

- Reread and evaluate writing to check it makes sense and make simple 

revisions 

- Continue to use sentence punctuation accurately and correctly 

- Begin to use new punctuation like speech marks and apostrophes  

- Use sentences in different forms 

- Use the past and present tense correctly and consistently 

- Use coordination (and/or/but) and subordination (when/if/that/because) 

- Begin to use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, 

the blue butterfly]  

- Understand how commas are used in lists. 

Summary: Our focus books of the Summer term are The Magic Finger and The 

Secret of Black Rock  

- The Magic Finger: This story is about a girl with a magic finger. She lives 

next door to the Gregg family who like to hunt for fun, and this makes her 

very angry. She doesn't think it's right for people to hunt animals for fun, and 

when she gets angry, her finger takes control. What could possibly happen?  

- The Secret of Black Rock: Erin loves to lie on the jetty, looking for the 

weirdest fish in the sea - the weirder, the better! And she knows the best ones 

must be further out, where her mum won't let her go. Out there in the deepest 

sea lies the Black Rock: a huge, dark and spiky mass that is said to destroy 

any boats that come near it! Can Erin uncover the truth behind this 

mysterious legend?  

used to help explain the meaning of any 

unknown vocabulary.  

• Learn about cause and effect in both 

narrative and non-fiction (for example, 

what has prompted a character’s behaviour 

in a story; why certain dates are 

commemorated annually). ‘Thinking 

aloud’ when reading to help them to 

understand what skilled readers do. 
 

 

Writing 

• Complete the English homework each 

week. Ask your child to write more spelling 

sentences if you feel that they need further 

practice. 

• Ensure your child focuses on forming 

lower-case letters using cursive 

handwriting when completing their 

homework. The children should be using 

the style of cursive handwriting which we 

have been teaching in school. I am happy to 

provide examples of the cursive style we 

use at school.  

• Please encourage your child to read over 

their work after they have finished. A good 

way of doing this is to let them read over 

their English homework and see if anything 

has been left out or needs changing (e.g. 

missing full stop or using a capital letter). 

Then read through the work together and 

see how it could be improved (e.g. could 

they include some of the new vocabulary 

from their reading books or add an 

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

- Revising and spelling all of the Year 2 Common Exception Words 

- Continue to write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher 

that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and 

punctuation taught so far 

- Continue to use sentences with different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command 



- Develop our independent use of punctuation correctly: apostrophes for 

possession and contractions, exclamation marks for exclamation sentences 

and emphasis, question marks and commas for lists 

- Using adverbs with –ly 

- Forming adjectives using –ful and –less and nouns using –ness 

- Compound words 

- Adding –es to nouns and verbs ending in –y 

- Adding –ed, -ing, -er and –est to a root word 

- Learning to spell words spelt -ey, as in key, donkey and valley 

- Learning to spell words ending in -tion, as in station, fiction and motion 

- Revising homophones and distinguishing between homophones and near-

homophones 

- Adding prefixes to different words 

expanded noun phrase for description in 

their writing). We will continue to 

encourage the children to read through their 

work and edit in class.  

• Ask your child to include conjunctions in 

their sentences to create more detailed 

pieces of writing, such as and, because, if, 

but, so, that, or, when.  

• Remind your child to check the spelling of key 

words, particularly words that have been set as 

homework and the Common Exception Words 

from the year 2 list. 

• Practice words which have been sent as 

spellings each week. Discuss ways in which 

your child can remember the spelling. 

• Other ways to help improve spelling and 

punctuation would be to write down some 

unpunctuated sentences for your child to 

punctuate correctly or dictate a sentence, 

either made up or read from a book, for your 

child to write down with the correct 

punctuation and spelling. 

 

Maths 

• Complete the Maths homework each week. 

Set your child more questions if you feel 

that they need more practice. 

• Encourage and praise your child for giving 

maths questions a go, even if they are not 

sure of the answer. 

• Ask your child to revise all their number 

bonds to 20 and 30 as well as the related 

subtraction facts. 

• Continue to give your child some missing 

number problems e.g.42 = 30 +? 

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division: 

- Consolidate addition and subtraction number facts for all numbers to 20 and 

then 100 

- Missing number addition and subtraction problems e.g. 43 = ? + 19 

- Find totals and differences within context of money, length, mass, capacity, 

volume, temperature and time 

- Using the expanded written method for addition e.g. 67 + 54 = 110 + 11 = 

121 

- Revise telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes in both analogue and digital 

form 

- Compare numbers using the <, > and = signs 

- Revision of doubling and halving and near doubles – using Numicon, an 

odd number is an even number + one 

- Explore multiplication and division together using arrays 

- Use estimation to check that answers to a calculation are reasonable 

- Revision of the bar model to solve missing number problems 

- Complete a variety of number puzzles such as continuing a sequence of 

numbers or shapes. 

- Quick recall of the 4 times tables. Using both multiplication and division to 

consolidate learning of the 4 times table. 



Properties of Shapes 

- Name and sort 3D shapes and recognise spheres, hemispheres, cones and 

cylinders, cubes and cuboids 

- Use shape vocabulary like faces, edges, and vertex. 

- Confidently recognise, name and label 2D faces in 3D shapes and pictures 

of 3D shapes 

- Revise the properties of 2D shapes including the number of sides, and line 

symmetry in a vertical line 

Data/Measure 

- interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and 

simple tables 

- Revise tally charts and understand how to show groups of five 

- Revise telling and writing the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to 

the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show these times 

Position and Direction                                                                                              

- Pattern, sequence and repeating patterns, position- underneath next to 

beside on top, movement whole, half and three quarter turns in clockwise 

and anticlockwise directions. Link this to time and clock work 

- Order and arrange combinations of mathematical objects in patterns and 

sequences 

• Your child should partition numbers in 

different ways (for example, 38 = 30 + 8 

and 38 = 20 + 18) to support subtraction.  

• Recap counting in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s. We 

will start on the 4s this term. Encourage 

your child to use the different websites 

which support this including Times Tables 

Rockstars and Hit the Button.  

• Rehearse telling the time to the nearest 5 

and 10 minutes on an analogue clock and 

then link these times to the digital form. 

• Your child should become fluent in 

counting and recognising coins. They can 

read and say amounts of money 

confidently and use the symbols £ and p 

accurately, recording pounds and pence 

separately. Please use different everyday 

examples to encourage your child handle 

money. E.g. when out shopping and paying 

for items.  

 

Possible School Trip for this term: 

We are looking into the possibility of a local 

school trip. We will keep you updated with any 

developments in the next few weeks. Thank you! 

Science Skills focus: 

Plants: 

- Label the main parts of plants and trees 

- Describe the stages in the life cycle of a plant 

- Explain that plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow 

well 

- Make observational drawings of plants and record the growth of plants in a 

bar chart 

- Use observations to explain how we can tell that plants are living things 

During this topic we will use our Edible Gardens to plant and make observations of 

different plants. 

Everyday Materials:  

- Compare the uses of everyday materials 

- Compare the suitability of different everyday materials 



- Explain the basic progress of recycling 

- Demonstrate and explain how shapes of objects made from some materials 

can be changed 

We started this topic during the home learning period and will continue with it 

during the second half of the summer term. We will also continue to explore the 

Working Scientifically topic, conducting experiments and asking scientific 

questions.  

P.E. 

 

 

PE will take place on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure that your child is 

wearing their P.E. kit on the correct days. The topics this term are; Athletics, Team 

Games and preparing for Sports Day. 

Skills focus: 

- Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and 

catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and 

begin to apply these in a range of activities 

- Participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and 

defending 

Music Skills focus: 

- Use the voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes 

- Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

- Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 

and recorded music 

- Use and understand staff and other elementary musical notations 

Computing Skills focus: 

Computing: 

- Edit images and use them. 

- Use technology to create a chart or graph using data collected. 

- Save and open files on a device. 

- Use technology to collect, organise and present ideas in different ways. 

- Use technology to present information clearly. 
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Geography 

 

 

In geography the children will be exploring Beside the Seaside, giving the children 

the opportunity to learn about the geographical features of the seaside, both human 

and physical. The children will learn about seaside environments, finding out where 

they are located in the United Kingdom. They will use maps, aerial photographs and 

will develop their key vocabulary. The children will learn about the similarities and 

differences between how resorts have changed over time.  

 

For the second half of the summer term, we will be studying history. The children 

will be learning about Travel and Transport. This unit will teach the class about the 

development of travel and transport throughout history. Alongside consolidating the 

children’s understanding of chronology through using timelines and making 

comparisons between old and new forms of transport, the unit focuses on early travel 

methods of the Vikings, through to the invention of cars, trains and aeroplanes.  

 

In Art and Design, we will develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 

using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 

We will also learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to work the children create. 

 

In Design and Technology, the children will select from and use a range of tools and 

equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and 

finishing] 

 

In PSHCE, the children will be equipped with essential skills for life; through 

carefully planned and resourced lessons that develop the knowledge, skills and 

attributes to protect and enhance their wellbeing. Through these lessons, the children 

will learn how to stay safe and healthy, build and maintain successful relationships 

and become active citizens, responsibly participating in society around them. 

History 

 

Art & 

Design 

PSHCE 

 

 


