
  

Wednesday 13th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
These are very difficult times we are all going through. It is only by working together 
that we will come through this huge challenge safely, with those we love still around us. 
I enclose below some very useful information and advice from the London Borough of 
Hounslow. 
 
Hounslow Council’s Director of Public Health, Kelly O’Neill, said: 
  
“Around one in thirty people in London are currently infected with COVID-19. In 
Hounslow, where 49 people died with COVID-19 in December alone, the picture is just 
as stark and the number of deaths due to the increased numbers of cases of infection 
and people requiring hospital care will increase in January. This current very high rate 
of infection in our borough is increasing fast- as the Prime Minister said when 
announcing their closure - schools can act as vectors for the virus. Right now, we need to 
keep doing everything we can to stop the virus from spreading. We agree with the 
Government’s decision to close schools and for schools to only stay open for those pupils 
who are in the greatest need; this emergency measure will help schools to maintain a 
safe environment for children and staff. 
  
“As the Government's guidance has made clear, where people can keep their 
child/children at home for remote learning, they should. The simple truth is that if 
schools become overused, the lockdown will fail. If schools become overused, the 
demands on teachers will mean schools cannot operate safely. We are appealing to 
schools to limit as far as possible the extent to which they offer emergency childcare on 
site, and to maximise take-up of online learning at home. We appeal too to families to 
keep their child or children learning at home.  
  
"Without the continued support of everybody, this lockdown will not work. If you need 
more help, please speak to your school. Thank you.” 
  
For more information, please visit: https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/coronavirus   
  
  
Councillor Tom Bruce, Cabinet Member for Education, Children and Youth Services 
added: 
  
"As a Cabinet Member, parent and teacher myself, I recognise the enormous pressure 
parents and schools are under, especially while staff are teaching not just in schools, but 
also online. The quality of online learning provision 
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is very high, and I am confident that - in exceptionally tough circumstances - our 
children are getting the best possible home education. I urge parents; keep children at 
home and learning, rather than in schools' emergency childcare." 
 
Online Learning Provision – Spring 2021 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School will do all that it reasonably can to continue to deliver 
educational services, by using various technologies and online services to enable remote 
teaching and learning. We have updated and enhanced our provision from the last 
online learning period and aim to include as many of the subjects that we do in school as 
possible.  
 
Homework  
We are acutely aware of the need to protect the children’s physical and mental well-
being during the time of online learning and will not be setting homework during this 
period. However, we do encourage children to continue to read at home once every day.  
 
Help and Support  
Please bear in mind that when teachers are preparing lessons, they will be unable to 
answer emails. If problems occur or if there is an issue with any aspect of the online 
curriculum and delivery, please contact the school office as a central point of contact 
during the school day. If you have any academic or pastoral concerns regarding your 
child’s learning, or you find you are not coping with the demands being made, please 
email via the school office or year group email. Teachers will respond, where possible, 
during the school day. Pupil wellbeing is our top priority.  
 
All other enquires, including technical questions or any safeguarding concerns, should 
come to the school office.  
 
For parents:  

• Any questions or concerns you may have should be sent via email and the 

member of staff will respond as soon as reasonably possible.  

• Please remind children of the importance of privacy settings and protecting 

passwords.  

• Use parent control settings on home broadband and internet devices where 

possible.  

• For research-based tasks, ensure children only access information through safe 

research sites (such as Swiggle- www.swiggle.org.uk or Kiddle – www.kiddle.co).  

• Please encourage time away from screens and devices when children are not 

required in learning session times.  

 
Pupil guidelines for online learning:  

1. Organise your home learning space so that you have all your equipment (pens, 
pencils, paper any worksheets being used that day) to hand and are ready and 
prepared before each learning session.  

2. Take breaks away from the screen between lessons and use break, lunch and 
after school to move away from your desk and get outside.  

3. Remember to ‘hang up’ after each teaching session.  
 
Health and Safety  
Staff, pupils and parents should be mindful of comfort and the safety of their 
workstations when working from home. Break up long spells of computer work with 



  

rest breaks. Try to get up and move and do some stretching exercises.  
For posture advice see: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/ck1.pdf  
 
Resources 
We want our children to have the best opportunities for learning at home and we are 
confident that together we can improve. We have been listening and have taken your 
feedback seriously and have made some changes which were previously shared with 
you.  
 
We know that it’s a real task to juggle work and working from home and we’ve gathered 
together some resources for you here:  
 
Hungry Little minds 0-5, for the littlest of us: https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk  
 
Phonics play:  
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ username: jan21 password: home  
 
Parents guide:  
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/coronavirus  
 
Thinking Parent’s blog, has lots of great ideas for stuff to do with children, but also tips 
on home-working and mental health:  
https://anitacleare.co.uk/education/?cli_action=1609924942.828 
 
The Oak National Academy, set up for teachers and what we use as it’s really good with 
learning built on the ‘science’ of how we learn and how the brain works, there's nothing 
stopping you going in and setting more of their lessons running for your children:  
 
https://www.thenational.academy/about-oak 
 
The Reach Academy, based in Feltham – we work closing with them and teach their 
history and geography curriculum: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiai-MqUoEe-
lQ2FbApQChw/videos  
 
BBC Learning at home, Karate cats is a highlight!:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znbnscw 
 
Working Dads UK, advice on managing work load for you alongside home schooling: 
https://www.workingdads.co.uk/how-help-kids-succeed-homeschooling-tips-
coronavirus/ 
 
Because dads matter, survivor stories:  
https://www.dad.info/article/family-finances-fights-covid-survivor-stories 
 
Huffpost, how to explain COVID to children:  
 
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/how-to-explain-covid-developments-to-
yourkids_uk_5fb658dcc5b695be83003be2 
 
NHS, tips if you are worried: 
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https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-anxiety-tips/ 
 
The Conversation, looking after your own health:  
https://theconversation.com/to-safeguard-childrens-mental-health-during-covid-19-
parents-must-look-aftertheir-own-143897  
 
Don’t forget that BBC 2 has now dedicated time and space for primary education 
resources. This will help with the household demand on devices. 
 
You remain in our thoughts are prayers and we really hope we can welcome you all back 
in the not too distant future. 
 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
 
 

Miss Harte 
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