
28th September 2020

T: 020 8862 2010

Dear Colleague,

 

I hope this term is going as well for you as it possibly can in the present circumstances.

I am writing to you to give details of the alternative arrangements we have now made for 11+ assessments for entrance to St 
Benedict’s in September 2021.

I am sure you will understand that, in the present circumstances caused by the pandemic, it is quite unlikely that we will be able 
to run our assessment process as we usually do. We have therefore decided to make changes to how we conduct our 
assessments for 11+ entry next September in order to make it more likely that we will be able to complete the process 
successfully and issue our decisions on the offer of places on 11th February 2021.

This year, St Benedict’s will use the Common Pre Test, which is administered by the Independent Schools Examinations Board, 
to assess candidates for 11+ entry. There will also be a short interview, either face to face or online depending on the 
circumstances at the time, for most candidates. As usual, we will seek a school reference from you on each of your candidates.

The reasons for our decision to move to the Common Pre Test this year are as follows:

-          It is an online test with the same components as our usual examination – English, Maths, Verbal Reasoning and Non-
Verbal Reasoning.

-          No special preparation is required for the test, which is designed to identify potential as well as to measure attainment. 
The test is based upon the national curriculum and is accessible to any year 6 child.

-          The test is adaptive and can be taken by different candidates at different times. This means we will not need to bring 
hundreds of candidates from many different schools into St Benedict’s to take an examination at the same time

-          The test is age-adaptive so that there is no marginal advantage in taking them later rather than earlier

-          It will be possible for some of our feeder schools to run this test in house so that children can take it in their own ‘bubble’.

If you are not already familiar with the Common Pre Test, you can find more details about it, including sample assessment 
materials, by following this link:

https://www.iseb.co.uk/Schools/General-information/Common-Pre-Tests

It may also be helpful to know that some other top independent schools in west London have also decided, alongside St 
Benedict’s, to use the Common Pre Test to assess candidates for 11+ entry this year. If a child is applying to more than one 
school which required the Common Pre Test, they need only take the test once, and their result will be shared with all the 
relevant Senior Schools. We hope this may be a welcome way of reducing pressure on year 6 children at this time.

In summary, all candidates will be invited to take the Common Pre Test examination for entry to St Benedict’s. They will either do 
this at their own school on any date convenient to the school up to 8th January, or will come and take the test at St Benedict’s on 
4th or 5th January.

I will make contact with you shortly to discuss whether you may be able to accommodate the test in house, and to answer any 
other questions you may have about 11+ admissions to St Benedict’s.

With my best wishes,

Andrew Johnson

Headmaster

https://www.iseb.co.uk/Schools/General-information/Common-Pre-Tests



