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Topic Theme: Shang  How you can help… 

Talk with your child about their creative topics.  

Reading  

Whilst your child may be at an age where they can and 

would like to read independently, it is encouraged that 

you try to read with them at home, asking questions to 

help develop their comprehension skills such as: 

• How does the title engage the reader? 

• Give examples of words chosen by the 

author to describe (a character)?  

• Are they effective?  

• What impression does the author want the 

reader to have of this character? How do 

you know?  

• Does the author have a viewpoint on...? 

• How does s/he show this?  

• What do you think is going to happen to the 

main character and how will they feel about 

this?  

• What makes you think this?  

• Who would you like to meet in the story?  

• Can you give reasons for your choice?  

• Why did (a character) behave in this way?  

• Knowing what you know now, what do you 

think they were hoping to achieve?  

 

R.E The Kingdom of God: 

During this topic the children will look at; What? Why? Where?, The Kingdom 

is for all, Commitment to the Kingdom, Variety of responses to the Kingdom, 

The compassion of Jesus & Sharing the mission. 

Justice: 

During this topic the children will look at; What is Justice?, A price to pay, 

Overcoming injustice, Power in weakness, Preparing the way for Jesus & The 

mystery of the Incarnation. 

Reading Skills focus: 

• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language 

• Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions and 

actions 

• Discuss opinions related to the themes in the text and present these as an 

argument 

• Participate actively in discussion and debate 

• Make comparisons within and across books checking the book makes 

sense 

Summary: We will be developing the children’s reading skills through our class 

book ‘The Last Wild’ by Piers Torday. There will be a clear focus on inference 

and deduction skill development for a wide range of genres such as narrative, 

diary entries, poetry and instructional texts. We will also be enhancing the 

children’s ability to understand author intent particularly relating to specific 



vocabulary and phrases. Writing 

• Give your child opportunities to write for a 

purpose- letters, emails, and recipes.  

• Allow your child time to edit and improve their 

work using a dictionary and thesaurus.  

• Develop time for your child to share their work 

with you, discuss how they might improve it 

and any language they might adapt. 

  

Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

There are plenty of ways to help your child: 

• Copy some sentences from a book and get them to 

underline either the main or subordinate clause. 

• Write down some unpunctuated sentences for your 

child to punctuate correctly. 

• Call out a word and ask your child to tell you a 

synonym (a word that means the same) or an 

antonym (a word that means the opposite). 

• If your child asks you a question, ask how s/he 

would rephrase it as a command (e.g. ‘Can you make 

me a drink?’ becomes, ‘Make me a drink!’) 

• Make spelling part of everyday life (car journeys are 

brilliant for this) 

• Encourage your child to read a variety of texts – 

fiction, information books, comics, newspapers, 

magazines, etc – to broaden their vocabulary. 

 

Maths 

• Go shopping with your child to buy two or three 

items. Ask them to work out the total amount spent 

and how much change you will get. 

• Buy some items with a percentage extra free. Help 

your child to calculate how much of the product is 

free. 

• Plan an outing during the holidays. Ask your child to 

think about what time you will need to set off and 

Writing  Skills focus: 

• Plan writing by discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to 

write 

• Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally 

• In narrative create characters and a plot 

• Plan and identify the audience for and purpose of the writing  

• Write in narratives, considering how authors have developed characters 

and settings 

• Create characters and atmosphere and integrate dialogue to convey 

character and advance the action 

• Assess the effectiveness of my own and others’ writing  
Summary: We will be developing the children’s notation skills, progressing 

these initial ideas by editing the draft and improving grammar and vocabulary 

accuracy. 

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

• Learn from the structure, vocabulary and grammar of a piece of writing  

• Identify and suggest synonyms for given words.  

• Identify and suggest antonyms for given words.  

• Use modal verbs to indicate possibility 

• Link paragraphs using adverbials 

• Continue to learn and develop strategies for spelling patterns 

Summary: During this term, we will develop their knowledge of word class, 

learning how the function of a word is often governed by context. We will be 

developing our use of synonyms and antonyms to help support our writing. 

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Number and place value 

• Place value: positional, multiplicative, additive & base 10. 

• Ordering and comparing numbers 

• Converting between kilograms and grams, litres and millilitres & 

kilometres and metres 

• Solve missing number problems and linking to algebra 



• Negative numbers within the context of temperature 

Fractions 

• Recapping fractions work on: adding and subtracting, converting 

between mixed numbers and improper fractions, ordering and 

comparing, finding common denominators 

• Multiplying fractions by fractions 

• Fraction, decimal and percentage equivalences 

• Problem solving for fractions, percentages (including pie charts) and 

ratio using bar model. 

Measurement & statistics 

• Solving problems 

• Use, read, write and convert between standard units 

• Convert between miles and kilometres 

• Recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different perimeters 

and vice versa 

• Recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume of 

shapes 

• Calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles 

• Calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids using 

standard units 

• Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs 

• Calculate and interpret the mean as an average 

Summary: This term we will be developing our use of key calculation methods; 

long division and long multiplication We will also begin using formal written 

methods for long division and interpreting remainders in various ways. The 

children will continue to develop an understanding of arithmetic style questions.  

how much money you will need to take. 

• Use a TV guide. Ask your child to work out the 

length of their favourite programmes. Can they 

calculate how long they spend watching TV each 

day / each week? 

• Use a bus or train timetable. Ask your child to work 

out how long a journey between two places should 

take? Go on the journey. Do you arrive earlier or 

later than expected? How much earlier/later? 

• Help your child to scale a recipe up or down to feed 

the right amount of people. 

• Work together to plan a party or meal on a budget.  

 

These are just a few ideas to give you a starting point. 

Try to involve your child in as many problem-solving 

activities as possible. The more ‘real’ a problem is, the 

more motivated they will be when trying to solve it.  

Science Skills focus: 

Scientists and Inventors: 

• Report and present findings from enquiries, including causal 

relationships, in oral and written forms such as displays and other 

presentations 

• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 

characteristics 



• Identify scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas 

or arguments  

• Record data using scatter graphs 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils 

provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions 

of years ago 

• Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram 

 

Electricity: 

• Associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the 

number and voltage of cells used in the circuit  

• Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, 

including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off 

position of switches  

• Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a 

diagram.  

P.E Children will be taking part in PE lessons on Tuesday & Thursday too. 

 

Year 6 will be focusing on Health & Fitness including running, throwing and 

jumping in the first half term and Invasion Games in the second. In addition to 

this, Year 6 will have gymnastics or dance every Thursday. 

Music 

 

Skills focus: 

Music guide listening: 

• Listen to chosen music from the classic repertoire and being guided to 

develop their understanding of music structure. 

Composing: 

• Use different musical devices such as melody, rhythms and chords 

Performing: 

• Improve their group singing skills by singing in two parts. 

• Improve their confidence to take on a solo part. 

Computing Skills focus: 

We are computational thinkers- Using spreadsheets: 

• use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables 

and various forms of input and output  



Summary: The children will use spreadsheets to understand how maths can be 

used outside the classroom. 
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History In History we will be developing an understanding of: 

• develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world 

history, establishing clear narratives within and across periods 

• construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant historical information 

• address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 

cause, similarity, difference and significance 

• understand how our knowledge about the past is constructed from a 

range of sources and that different versions of past events may exist, 

giving some evidence for this. 

 

In Art & Design we will be focusing on space and recreating pieces of work by 

famous artists: 

• To explore the themes, styles and colours of traditional Chinese art.  

• To explore the theme of dragons in Chinese art.  

• To find out about importance of brushstrokes in Chinese art.  

• To find out about and replicate Chinese calligraphy.  

• To find out about the Terracotta Army.  

• To find out about and recreate porcelain of the Ming dynasty.  

Geography 

Art & Design 

Design & 

Technology 

 


