
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Chiswick 

Year 5: Mr Miller and Mrs Chapman 

Autumn Term 2020 

Living & Learning, 

Inspired by our faith 

 

Topic Theme: The Shang Dynasty & Our Changing 

World 

How you can help… 

Reading  

• Please continue to sign your child’s reading  

diary every day, using the ‘New words…’ 

section to help the children incorporate new 

vocabulary in their writing and spoken 

language. 

• Continue talking to your child and questioning 

him/her about what they are reading to ensure 

they fully understand the text they are reading. 

• Please try to monitor their reading habits, to 

ensure they are reading a range of authors and 

genres.  Exposing them to different styles of 

writing will improve their own writing.  

• Ask your child questions about what they 

have read, ensuring that they are referencing 

the text to provide evidence for their answers. 

 

Some questions which could be asked: 

- can you find the word/phrase which shows 

that the character is unhappy/disappointed/ 

ecstatic/ pleased? 

- which word means the same as…? 

- in your own words, explain what the writer 

means when he says… 

- why has the author written in this way? 
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Skills focus: 

Creation: 

- become familiar with or retell the second story of Creation; Genesis 

2:4b-25  

- identify the beliefs about God which come from this text  

- know that for a long time people have asked questions about creation 

- know about the story of the Fall and think about how it helps us 

understand suffering in the world 

- understand that God calls on us to care for creation 

- know about some of God’s great helpers (St Martin de Porres, St 

Vincent de Paul) 

- reflect on the importance of the gifts God gave us 

- understand the meaning of the covenant 
 

God’s Covenants: 

- reflect on God’s covenant with Noah and Abraham 

- understand that God guides and challenges His people 

- reflect on the message of the prophets for us 

- reflect on our part in the new covenant 

 

From Advent to Christmas: 

- the children will be developing an understanding of the Birth of 

Jesus from the Gospel of Matthew 

 



 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

 

Skills focus: 

- increase familiarity with a range of books; 

- identify themes and conventions and compare these across books - 

they have read 

- show understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

- discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and 

imagination 

- draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions add 

actions 

- apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, 

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that 

they meet 

- ask questions to improve their understanding identifying how 

language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

- predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
 

Summary: We will be using our Guided Reading sessions to develop our 

inference skills, using images and clues in the written language of the text to 

provide evidence for our answers.  

- what is the poem/information text trying to 

tell you? 

- why has the author used this word? 

 

Writing 

• Continue to encourage your children to edit 

their work before handing it in.  The same level 

of quality and presentation is expected of 

homework as school work.  

• Children can jot down any interesting words or 

phrases, in their diary) that they come across 

whilst reading to use later in their own writing 

– this is key to widening their vocabulary.  

• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary 

that they have found in their reading books in 

their written work. 

• Please encourage your child to read over their 

work and to check for any errors.  

• Read through their work together and try to 

pick out a sentence or phrase that can be 

improved- could they use a fronted adverbial or 

a more sophisticated adjective? 

 

Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

• Continue to work on the spellings that are 

given out for homework each week. It’s 

important that your child knows the rules of 

spelling so when faced with an unfamiliar 

word they are able to spell it correctly. 

• Write down some unpunctuated sentences for 

your child to punctuate correctly.  

Writing  Skills focus: 

- plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the appropriate form 

- note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading 

- draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

- in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere, integrate 

dialogue to convey character and advance action 

- use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

- evaluate and edit by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation 

- proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 



- perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 

volume, movement so that meaning is clear 

- prepare play scripts to read aloud 

- select appropriate grammar and vocabulary and understand how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 

Summary:   

Classic Poem:  

      –           Sensational! Poems chosen by Rodger McGough 

Classic Novel :  

     –           Clockwork All Wound Up by Philip Pullman 

• Dictate a sentence, made up or read from a 

book, for your child to write down. Can they 

include the correct punctuation and spelling? 

Encourage them to look over their work to 

check for capital letters and missing 

punctuation. 

• Look over words which have been sent as 

spellings. Discuss ways in which your child 

can remember the spelling. 

Maths 

• Encourage and praise your child for giving 

maths questions a go, even if they are not sure 

of the answer. 

• Encourage them to persevere, and show their 

working out at all times. 

• Please speak to your child and encourage 

them to tell me of any concerns or 

misconceptions they may have in maths.  

• It is good to look at the maths homework and 

see what your child struggles with so that they 

have a good base understanding of maths as 

they go through the Year 5. This is the time to 

fill any gaps they have so they are confident 

mathematicians and can effectively draw on 

all of their knowledge to solve problems. 
 

Mastery  

• Encourage investigative thinking ,  

questioning , discussion and application  

 

• Use precise mathematical vocabulary  

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

- using hyphens and commas for parenthesis 

- fronted adverbials  

- indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs 

- using commas to clarify meaning 

- cohesion within paragraphs 

- linking paragraphs using adverbials 

 

Summary: 

The children will have the opportunity to develop these skills, and use them 

independently in their creative writing. 

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Number and Place Value: 

- place value: positional, multiplicative, additive, base 10. 

(Positional: where digit is placed, multiplicative: multiply the 

digit by its position to get true value, additive: add all the values 

together to get the whole number.)  

- explore place value from thousandths to one million; 

- practice multiplying/dividing by powers of 10 

- link to measurement- practical activities with length, mass, 

capacity, money; 

- ordering and comparing, greater than, less than, equals, rounding 



- negative numbers within the context of temperature using 

thermometers with different scales, land below sea level and 

money 

- roman numeral investigation to 1000 

 

Fractions: 

- fractions – whole part relationships, link to sharing model of 

division; 

- compare and order fractions with the same denominator and unit 

fractions with different denominators 

- focus on finding common denominators to add/subtract more 

random fractions 

- continue to explore fractions of numbers, quantities and shapes at 

the same time 

- multiply fractions including mixed numbers by whole numbers 

- finding equivalent fractions 

- make links to measures 

- problem solving using bar model 

 

Measures and statistics included in practice activities: 

- convert between different units of metric measure 

- measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear 

shapes in centimetres and metres; 

- calculate and compare the area of rectangles 

- estimate volume 

- solve problems involving converting between units of time  

- solve comparison, sum and difference problems using 

information presented in a line graph 

- complete, read and interpret information in tables, including 

timetables  
 

• Make connections across mathematical ideas  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Science Skills focus: 

Forces: 



- explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of 

the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object 

- identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, 

that act between moving surfaces 
            - recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow  

              a smaller force to have a greater effect 

Earth and Space: 

- describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the 

sun in the solar system 

- describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth 

- describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies 

- use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the 

apparent movement of the sun across the sky 

P.E Skills focus:  

 
Health & Fitness: 

• Running 

• Throwing  

• Jumping  

 

Invasion Games:  

• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

• use strategies and tactics against the opposition 

• An emphasis on fair play and respect for others 

•  

 

Music Music guide listening: 

- listen to chosen music from the classic repertoire 

 
Composing: 

- use notations to record groups of pitches (chords) 

 
Performing: 

- breathe in the correct place when singing 



- use their understanding of meaning to add expression 

- maintain their par whilst other are performing their part 

Computing Skills focus: 

Creating a virtual space: 

- understand the work of architects, designers and engineers working 

in 3D 

- develop familiarity with a simple CAD (computer aided design) tool 

- develop spatial awareness by exploring and experimenting with a 3D 

virtual environment 

- develop greater aesthetic awareness 

 

Creating a website about cyber safety: 

- develop their research skills to decide what information is appropriate 

- understand some elements of how search engines select and rank 

results 

- question the plausibility and quality of information 

- develop and refine their and ideas and text collaboratively 

- develop their understanding of e-safety and responsible use of 

technology 
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Art & 

Design 

 

 

 

In History we will be developing an understanding of: 

• develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 

world history, establishing clear narratives within and across periods 

• construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant historical information 

• address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 

change, cause, similarity, difference and significance 

• understand how our knowledge about the past is constructed from a 

range of sources and that different versions of past events may exist, 

giving some evidence for this. 

 

In Art & Design we will be focusing on space and recreating pieces of work 

by famous artists: 

• To explore the themes, styles and colours of traditional Chinese art.  

• To explore the theme of dragons in Chinese art.  



• To find out about importance of brushstrokes in Chinese art.  

• To find out about and replicate Chinese calligraphy.  

• To find out about the Terracotta Army.  

• To find out about and recreate porcelain of the Ming dynasty.  

 


