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Living & Learning, inspired by our faith 

 

Topic Theme: Ancient Egypt How you can help… 

Reading  

Please hear your child read every day and 

sign the homework diary. 

 

When reading with your child ask 

questions about what they have read and 

encourage them to refer to the text as 

evidence for their answers. 

 

Questions could relate to the character, 

setting, plot, and language used. Such as: 

 

- How might the character feel? What 

phrase shows us this? 

- What do you think might happen next and 

why? 

- Why has the author used this word? 

- What other descriptions can we think of 

for the setting?  

 

We keep a class journal of book reviews 

and children are welcome to review books 

they have read at home to contribute to 

this.  

 

 

 

 

R.E. The Bible 

The children will explore how to use the Bible and reflect on Bible stories. They will 

focus on retelling the stories of Abraham, Moses, David and Jonah, identifying themes 

of trusting in God and prayer. They will develop their research skills by exploring 

Bible references.  

 

Trust in God 

The children will learn Jesus’ teaching on the importance of trusting in him. They will 

explore the importance of trusting in God as well as the difficulties it brings through 

the stories of Zechariah, Mary and Joseph.  

 

Reading Skills focus: 

 - Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

- Draw inferences from characters’ feelings and motives from their actions.  

- Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words. 

- Prepare poems to read aloud.  

 

Summary: 

We will be reading The Iron Man, using the illustrations and language to develop our 

inference skills. Following this, we will read Ice Palace and focus on our own poetry.  

 

Writing  

 

Skills focus: 

- Plan, draft and write by discussing and recording ideas. 

- Organise paragraphs around a theme using sub-headings.  

- Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency.  

- Evaluate their own work and others by proposing changes to grammar and 

vocabulary. 

Summary: 

We will be using The Iron Man as a stimulus to write diary entries, letters in role and 

newspaper reports. 



Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

- Use the first letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary.  

- Learn how to use apostrophes for missing letters and possessive apostrophes.  

- Use conjunctions to express time and cause.  

- Extend sentences by using a wider range of conjunctions.  

- Accurately spell words using prefixes and suffixes.  

 

Writing 

- Encourage your child to read over written 

work to check it makes sense.  

- If you notice a particular error ask your 

child to read over the line so they can 

correct it for themselves.  

- Correct any mistakes with one single line.  

- Encourage writing for pleasure. This 

could be stories, play scripts, cartoons, 

treasure hunts and creating board games 

etc.  

Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

- When practising longer spellings 

encourage them to ‘chunk,’ each syllable 

e.g. su – per – mar – ket.  

- Brainstorm word families linked to the 

spelling pattern.  

- When checking written work ask your 

child to read it aloud slowly, to recognise 

grammar and punctuation mistakes.  

Maths 

- Practice the times tables in and out of 

order. 

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Number and Place Value 

- Skip count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1,000.  

- Place value up to two decimal places. 

- Identify when the four operations are required to solve a word problem. 

-  Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000  

- Count backwards through 0 to include negative numbers 

 

Fractions 

- Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions 

- Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an 

object by a 100 and dividing tenths by 10. 

- Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 

- Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths 

- Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the 

value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths 

 

Science Skills focus: 

Living things including Humans 

- Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

- Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 

living things in their local and wider environment. 

- Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things. 

 

Teeth and Digestion in humans 

- Describe the functions of the basic digestive system. 

- Identify the different types of teeth and their functions. 



- Set up practical enquiries and use results to draw conclusions. 

 

Food Chains 

- Construct and interpret a variety of food chains. 

- Identify producer, predator and prey.  

- To ask relevant questions. 

 

- Take opportunities to do cooking 

activities that involve estimating and 

weighing.  

- When out shopping, encourage your child 

to work out total costs and change.  

- Encourage a ‘give it a go,’ mindset when 

tackling maths’ problems.  

 

 

P.E. Year 4 will be focusing on Personal Skills with a physical focus on co-ordination and 

balance. 

 

In addition to this Year 4 will also do gymnastics or dance every Thursday. 

 

Music Year 4 will learn how to control their voices when singing, singing rhythmic patterns in 

contrasting tempo (keeping the pulse).  

Art & Design 

 

This term Year 4 will be learning sketching and drawing techniques. They will be 

focusing on the detail in portraits and building up new skills each week. 

 

To link with the work we were doing for Roald Dahl Day, the class used Modroc to 

sculpt a 3D peach display as our James and the Giant Peach Art. 



 

Computing Skills focus: 

 

- Change the appearance of text to increase its effectiveness when presenting. 

- Using a keyboard confidently. 

- Make use of a spellchecker to write and review my work. 

- Create, modify and present documents for a particular purpose. 
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Ancient Egypt 

We will be exploring how the past can be divided into different periods of time and 

describing changes between specific periods. Our learning will include plotting events 

on a timeline in relation to periods they have previously studied.  

 

They will learn about how and where the ancient Egyptians lived, what was important 

to the daily lives of ancient Egyptians, who Tutankhamun was and how mummies were 

made. The children will also learn about how Egyptian people used hieroglyphs to 

communicate and compare the powers of different gods. 

 

 

What it’s like in Whitby 

Our learning will be based around the North Yorkshire seaside town of Whitby. The 

children will learn about the physical geography of Whitby, including its Jurassic cliffs 

and its proximity to the North Yorkshire Moors. They will use maps, atlases and digital 

maps to explore the town and find out about what the land is used for and what there is 

to do in Whitby. Throughout this topic, children will be encouraged to compare what 

they have learnt about Whitby with what they know about their own local area.  
 


