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Topic Theme: Ancient Egypt/the UK How you can help… 

Reading  

Please hear your child read every day and 

sign their homework diary daily. Use the 

‘New words’ section to help the children 

record new vocabulary. Encourage them to 

use this in their written and spoken language. 

Comprehension:  Allow the children to 
develop an understanding of what they have 
read by: 

• checking that the text makes sense to 
them 

• discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in 
context  

• asking questions to improve their 
understanding of a text  

• predicting what might happen from 
what has happened and what has 
been implied  

• identifying main ideas from more 
than one paragraph and summarising 

R.E The Christian Family 
Year 3 will discuss how we can help our family. They will learn about how the family of 
the Church helps us. They will think about what the Sacrament of Baptism does for us and 
they will reflect on how the signs and symbols are used in the Sacrament of Baptism. They 
will consider what promises are and how we should keep them.  
 
Mary, Mother of God 
Year 3 will develop their understanding of why God chose Mary to be the Mother of His 
Son. They will learn about the mystery of the Incarnation. They will understand that 
Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. They will reflect on the journey 
the wise men took to worship Jesus and discuss the gifts we can offer Jesus. 
 
We will also be doing a mini-unit linked to our History topic on the story of Moses. This 
is to give children an idea of the historical context of the Bible stories we are familiar with.  

Reading Skills focus: 

• Develop their understanding and enjoyment of stories and non-fiction 

• Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• With support, justify their views about what they have read. 

• Discuss how words and phrases engage the reader 

• Make predictions and draw inferences. 
Summary: We will be developing the children’s reading skills through our class books: ‘Into the 
Forest’ by Anthony Browne and ‘A Nest Full of Stars’ by James Berry. There will be a clear focus 
on vocabulary and phrases which are used to capture our imaginations.  The children will also 
learn to retrieve and record information from non-fiction books to support our History topic. 



Writing Skills focus: 

• Plan our writing by discussing ideas with peers 

• Write for different purposes and audiences 

• Proof read for spelling and grammar errors 

• Begin to experiment with vocabulary to enhance our writing 
Summary: We will be developing the skills above with the children through a range of 
shared writing and drama activities. We will use our class books: ‘Into the Forest’ by 

Anthony Browne and and ‘A Nest Full of Stars’ by James Berry in order to meet these skills. 
The children will be encouraged to use the books to magpie ideas and begin to write at 
length as well as begin to write using only joined handwriting.  

these  

• retrieving and record information 
from non-fiction books. 

Writing 

• Challenge your child to use their new 
vocabulary from books in a sentence. 

• Allow your child to make errors in 
their work, encourage them to 
identify and edit these errors where 
necessary. 

• Read through their work together 
and try to pick out a sentence or 
phrase that can be improved. 

• Encourage your child to include 
conjunctions in their sentences to 
create more detailed pieces of 
writing: because, although, until, 
since.   

• Encourage children to use a 
dictionary to check over spellings, 
particularly those which have been 
sent home as homework. 

 

Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

There are plenty of ways to help your child: 

• When reading, identify nouns, 
adverbs, verbs, prepositions and 
conjunctions there are in a 
paragraph.  

• Write down some unpunctuated 
sentences for your child to punctuate 

Spelling 
Punctuation and 
Grammar 

Skills focus: 

• Develop an understand of the present perfect and simple past tense 

• Learn how to use time conjunctions to enhance our writing 

• Begin to look at adverbs to further describe our writing 

• Focus on how suffixes change the meaning of words 

• Look at how we spell the /i/ and /u/ sounds in words 
Summary: The focus for the first half of this term will be on ensuring the children 
consistently use their grammatical structures from KS1 such as: full-stops, capital letters, 
commas and apostrophes. We will then build upon this by developing their writing by 
exploring the above skills.  

Mathematics Skills focus: 
Place value 

• Positional: where digit is placed 

• Multiplicative: multiply the digit by its position to get true value 

• Additive: add all the values together to get the whole number  

• Explore place value from tenths to 1000 

• Recap zero as place holder 
Fractions – 

• Focus on halves, quarters and eighths.  

• Look at equivalences between one whole, halves, quarters and eighths using fraction walls.  

• Begin addition and subtraction of fractions  

• Compare and order unit fractions and fractions with the same denominator. 
Summary: 

We will be using partitioning cards, place value grids and digit cards during our place value work. 



We will practice multiplying/dividing by powers of 10. All our place value work will link to 

measurement through practical activities with length, mass, capacity, money.  
correctly particularly using 
apostrophes, commas and 
inverted commas. 

• Encourage them to look over their 
work to check for capital letters and 
missing punctuation. 

• Look over words which have been 
sent as spellings. Discuss ways in 
which your child can remember the 
spelling. 

Maths 

• Encourage them to persevere, and 
show their working out at all times. 

• Practise the fast recall of the times 
tables, not necessarily in order.  

• Practise rounding numbers to the 
nearest 10 and 100: 
67 to nearest 10 is 70, to the nearest 
100 is 100 

• Go shopping with your child to buy two or three 
items. Ask them to work out the total amount 
spent and how much change you will get. 

• Use a bus or train timetable. Ask your 
child to work out how long a journey 
between two places should take? Go on 
the journey. Do you arrive earlier or later 
than expected? How much earlier/later? 

• Encourage your child to tell the time to 
the nearest 5 minutes.  

These are just a few ideas to give you a starting 
point. Try to involve your child in as many 
problem-solving activities as possible. The more 
‘real’ a problem is, the more motivated they will 
be when trying to solve it. 

Science Skills focus: 
Light 

• understand the need for light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of 
light 

• how shadows are formed from a light source 

• why and how the size of shadows change  
Forces/Magnets  

• understand what force is 

• understand how magnets work 
Summary: The children will investigate how light is reflected from surfaces and recognise 
that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by object. They will 
recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes. 
The children will explore different patterns relating to the size of shadows and why they change.  

Children will compare how things move on different surfaces. They will notice that 

some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act at a 

distance. They will observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some 

materials and not others. They will discuss that magnets have two poles. They will 

make predictions whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on 

which way the poles are facing. 
P.E PE will be on Monday and Thursday for the children.  

The children will learn Real PE-OAA(Outdoor Adventurous Activities) which focuses 

on teambuilding and communication games.  

In addition Year 3 will have gymnastics or dance every Thursday. 

Music The children will be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They 
should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 
within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

Computing This term, children will be looking creating an animated cartoon using characters they 
design. They will use a paint tool and create animation into a series of scripted 
instructions(program) for graphic objects. They will also look at how scripts work and find 
and correct errors in them. They will explore ways to improve them. The children will 
learn to recognise common types of programming errors and practise soling problems.  
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History 
Geography 
Art & 
Design 
Design & 
Technology 

 In History, children will be covering the Ancient Egyptians in order to look at an ancient 
civilisation and how they lived. We will cover an array of aspects of Ancient Egypt including 
hieroglyphics, Ancient Egyptian religion and famous figures of Ancient Egypt.   
In Geography, children will be learning more about the United Kingdom. We will be exploring the 
counties and cities of the UK, looking at geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics and how these have changed over time. Children will also be looking more 
in depth at how to use maps, atlases and globes as well as beginning to learn to use a compass.  
In Art we will be focussing on Ancient Egyptian art and then moving to British artists in line with 
our History and Geography topics.  
In Design and Technology we will be looking at making battery operated light sources and 
designing one of our own.  

 


