
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Chiswick 

Year 2 – Mr Lyons and Miss Heslington 

Autumn Term 2020 

Living & Learning, 

Inspired by our faith 

Topic Themes: Magical Mapping and War & Remembrance  How you can help… 

Reading  

 

• Please make sure your child reads every night for 

at least fifteen minutes and that the adult who 

listens to them signs their reading record. Each 

child will be given a reading day and will be 

expected to bring in their books on that day. 

They will also be given the opportunity to 

change their books once they have read. 

• Ask your child questions about what they have 

read, ensuring that they are referencing the text 

to provide evidence for their answers.  

• After you have read a page, ask your child to point 

out any proper nouns, verbs, adverbs, 

adjectives or conjunctions.  

• Use the ‘New words …’ section of the reading 

record to help your child incorporate new 

vocabulary in their writing and spoken language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E. The Chosen People: We will help the children appreciate that they are 

chosen and gifted by God to do Him some definite service: to help others. 

We will also develop the children’s knowledge of Abraham, Moses and 

Daniel and give some understanding of their faith and trust in God.  

Mysteries: We will develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of 

the term ‘mystery’ and of the Christian understanding of God as ‘Trinity’. 

We will then go on to outline the story of Jesus’ birth and reflect on God’s 

choice of Mary and Joseph. 

Reading Skills focus: 

- Listen to, discuss and express views about books. 

- Discuss the significance of the title and events. 

- Link what they hear or read to their own experiences. 

- Explain their understanding of what is read. 

- Discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of 

information are related. 

- Discuss favourite words and phrases. 

- Ask and answer questions. 

- Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read. 

- Draw inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

- Participate in discussion about what is read, taking turns and 

listening to others. 

 

Summary: We will be reading various texts during the autumn term. We will 

also be using spoken language to develop an understanding of our class texts 

through imagining and exploring ideas in discussion, debate and role-play. 



Writing  Skills focus: 

- Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and vocabulary, and 

composing and rehearsing sentences orally. 

- Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

- Write for different purposes including fictional personal 

experiences. 

- Reread and evaluate writing to check it makes sense and make 

simple revisions. 

- Use new and familiar punctuation correctly. 

- Use sentences in different forms. 

- Expand noun phrases to describe and specify. 

- Use past and present tense correctly and consistently. 

- Use simple conjunctions to link subordinate and co-ordinating 

clauses. 

Summary: We will read I Want My Hat Back, a story about a bear whose 

hat has gone. And he wants it back. Patiently and politely, he asks the animals 

he comes across, one by one, whether they have seen it. Our second book of 

the autumn term is Halibut Jackson, a story about a boy who is extremely 

shy. He would prefer not to be noticed at all. But he loves to make his own 

suits, especially suits that help him blend into the background: He has a 

flowered suit for the park, a book-patterned suit for the library, and a fruit-

adorned suit for the shops. But mostly he stays indoors. When Halibut's 

invited to a party at the palace, he's too bashful to go, until he decides to 

make a palace-patterned suit. "No one will even notice me!" he thinks. 

Except that it's a garden party . . . 

Writing 

• Complete the English homework each week. Ask 

your child to write more spelling sentences if you 

feel that they need further practice. 

• Ensure your child focuses on forming lower-case 

letters using cursive handwriting when 

completing their homework. 

• Please encourage your child to read over their 

work after they have finished. A good way of 

doing this is to let them read over their English 

homework and see if anything has been left out or 

needs changing (e.g. missing full stop or using a 

capital letter). Then read through the work 

together and see how it could be improved (e.g. 

could they include some of the new vocabulary 

from their reading books or add an expanded noun 

phrase for description in their writing). 

• Ask your child to include connectives in their 

sentences to create more detailed pieces of 

writing, such as and, because, if, but, so.  

• Remind children to check the spelling of key 

words, particularly words that have been set as 

homework.  

• Practice words which have been sent as spellings 

each week. Discuss ways in which your child can 

remember the spelling. 

• Other ways to help improve spelling and 

punctuation would be to write down some 

unpunctuated sentences for your child to 

punctuate correctly or dictate a sentence, either 

made up or read from a book, for your child to 

write down with the correct punctuation and 

spelling. 

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

Skills focus: 

- Using capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation 

marks correctly. 

- Using commas for lists. 

- Using sentences with different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation and command. 

- Using expanded noun phrases to describe. 

- Using the present and past tenses correctly. 

- Using subordination and co-ordination. 



- Learning to spell some homophones. 

- Learning to spell words with contracted forms. 

- Learning to spell words which begin with different prefixes. 

- Learning to spell words which end with different suffixes. 

Maths 

• Complete the Maths homework each week. Set 

your child more questions if you feel that they 

need more practice. 

• Encourage and praise your child for giving maths 

questions a go, even if they are not sure of the 

answer. 

• Ask your child to revise all their number bonds 

to 20 as well as the related subtraction facts. 

• Give your child some missing number problems 

e.g. ? – 10 = 4. 

• Recap counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

• Reinforce partitioning three digit numbers, 

ensuring the children understand the value of 

hundreds, tens and ones.  

• Rehearse telling the time to the nearest 15 

minutes. 

• Practice the weekly mental arithmetic task that 

has been set each week.  

 

 

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Measurement and Statistics: 

- Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure 

length/height 

- Compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity and record 

results using >,< and = 

- Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p) 

- Find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of 

money 

Number and Place Value: 

- Understanding place value (hundreds, tens and ones) 

- How we multiply or divide a number by 10 to make it ten times 

greater or smaller 

- Representing numbers in different ways including with Dienes, 

coloured counters, cubes, money (£1, 10p and 1p coins) on a 

number line and 100 square 

- Being able to solve missing number problems confidently. 

Fractions: 

- Using the sharing model of division, understanding what 

denominator and numerator means 

- Focusing on halves and quarters, exploring these fractions of shapes 

that have the same area but are not identical 

- Adding and subtracting halves and quarters using coloured cards 

- Start to explore equivalent fractions between halves and quarters 

- Problem solving using the bar model. 



Science Skills focus: 

Animals Including Humans: 

- Recognise that all animals, including humans, have offspring that 

grows into adults and compare and contrast adults and their 

offspring. 

- Identify the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival 

(i.e. water, food and air). 

- Recognise and describe the importance for humans of exercise, a 

healthy diet and hygiene. 

Living Things and their Habitats:  

- Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, 

dead and things that have never been alive. 

- Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are 

suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic 

needs of different kinds of animals as well as how they depend on 

each other. 

- Identify and name a variety of animals in their habitats, including 

microhabitats. 

- Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other 

animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and 

name different sources of food. 

P.E. Skills focus: 

Brentford Fc FUNS – Travelling and Moving/Throwing and Catching 

- Move into a given space within a game. 

- Pass a ball to a partner using hands and feet. 

- Throw a ball underarm, overarm and use a bounce pass. 

- Use over arm and underarm throws to throw items in a straight line. 

Object Control and Balance: 

- Copy stretching movements for different parts of the body. 

- Balance using hands, feet or seat. 

- Create different shapes when balancing. 

- Travel in different ways. 

 

 



Music Skills focus 

- Sing and follow the melody (tune). 

- Sing accurately at a given pitch. 

- Perform with others. 

- Play simple rhythmic patterns on an instrument. 

- Sing/ clap a pulse increasing or decreasing in tempo. 

- Tell the difference between long and short sounds. 

- Tell the difference between high and low sounds. 

Computing Skills focus: 

Computing: 

- Understand what algorithms are and how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices. 

- Say the order to do things to make something happen and talk about 

this as an algorithm. 

- Program a robot or software to do a particular task using clear 

instructions. 

- Look at a friend’s program and say what will happen. 

- Watch a program, execute and spot where it goes wrong and then 

debug it. 
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Geography 

 

 

In geography the children will be exploring Magical Mapping, giving the 

children the opportunity name and explain different types of map, know the 

four points of a compass and begin to use an atlas to explore countries and 

continents.  

For the second half of the autumn term, we will be studying history. The 

children will be learning about War and Remembrance. They will be given 

the opportunity to explain what happens on Remembrance Day and discuss 

the significance of the First World War.   

In Art and Design, we will also be mixing paints to create all the secondary 

colours, predicting the outcomes when we mix and match colours. We will 

look at a variety of different artists throughout year 2.  

History 

 

Art & 

Design 
 

 


