
 St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Chiswick 

Year 1 – Mrs Norris and Mrs Chiocca  

Autumn Term 2020 

Living & Learning, 

Inspired by our faith 

Topic Themes: Our School and War & Remembrance  How you can help… 

Reading  

 

Phonics: Please support your child to practice the taught 

sounds, they need to be able to recognise them, blend 

and segment them to read words and then sentences.  

Your child also needs to be able to sight read the taught 

tricky words. 

 

• Please make sure your child reads every night for 

at least fifteen minutes and that the adult who 

listens to them signs their reading record. Each 

child will be given a reading day and will be 

expected to bring in their books on that day. 

They will also be given the opportunity to 

change their books once they have read. 

• Ask your child questions about what they have 

read, ensuring that they are referencing the text 

to provide evidence for their answers.  

• Use the ‘New words …’ section of the reading 

record to help your child incorporate new 

vocabulary in their writing and spoken language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.E.  

God’s Great Plan: The children will develop their knowledge and 

understanding about God’s beautiful world. They will develop their 

appreciation that God created them because he loves them and that each 

person should thank God for the gifts of creation and help God look after the 

world. 

Mary, Mother of God: The children will develop their knowledge and 

understanding of Mary and her role in God’s sending of his Son, Jesus. They 

will listen to the stories of the Nativity of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel which are 

told from Mary’s point of view. They will also learn about the liturgical 

seasons of Advent and Christmas and their respective rituals, signs and 

symbols. 

Reading Skills focus: 

- Listen to, discuss and express views about books. 

- Discuss the significance of the title and events. 

- Link what they hear or read to their own experiences. 

- Explain their understanding of what is read. 

- Discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of 

information are related. 

- Discuss favourite words and phrases. 

- Ask and answer questions. 

- Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read. 

- Draw inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

- Participate in discussion about what is read, taking turns and 

listening to others. 

 

Summary: We will be reading various texts during the autumn Term. We 

will also be using spoken language to develop an understanding of our class 



texts through imagining and exploring ideas in discussion, debate and role-

play. 

Writing 

Phonics Please support your child to practice to write 

the taught sounds. They need to be able to write down 

the sound, then put sounds together to write words and 

then simple sentences. Your child also needs to be able 

to correctly write the taught tricky words. 

 

• Ensure your child focuses on forming lower-case 

letters and only use upper-case when appropriate 

• Please encourage your child to read over their 

work after they have finished. A good way of 

doing this is to let them read over writing and see 

if anything has been left out or needs changing 

(e.g. missing sounds or words)  

• Encourage your child to write independently 

when they can and also for them to try to sound 

the words out themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing  Skills focus: 

- Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and vocabulary, and 

composing and rehearsing sentences orally. 

- Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

- Write for different purposes including fictional personal 

experiences. 

- Reread and evaluate writing to check it makes sense and make 

simple revisions. 

- Use new and familiar punctuation correctly. 

- Use sentences in different forms. 

- Expand noun phrases to describe and specify. 

- Use past and present tense correctly and consistently. 

- Use simple conjunctions to link subordinate and co-ordinating 

clauses. 

Summary: We will read I Want My Hat Back, a story about a bear whose 

hat has gone. And he wants it back. Patiently and politely, he asks the animals 

he comes across, one by one, whether they have seen it. Our second book of 

the autumn term is Halibut Jackson, a story about a boy who is extremely 

shy. He would prefer not to be noticed at all. But he loves to make his own 

suits, especially suits that help him blend into the background: He has a 

flowered suit for the park, a book-patterned suit for the library, and a fruit-

adorned suit for the shops. But mostly he stays indoors. When Halibut's 

invited to a party at the palace, he's too bashful to go, until he decides to 



make a palace-patterned suit. "No one will even notice me!" he thinks. 

Except that it's a garden party . . . 

 

Maths 

• Encourage and praise your child for giving maths 

questions a go, even if they are not sure of the 

answer. 

• Ask your child to count objects carefully to 

ensure they get the correct amount. 

• Give your child some number problems e.g. 

2+6= , 9-3= so they can complete them with 

objects independently. 

• Recap counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

• Support your child to find a double or a half of 

an amount using objects. 

 

 

Spelling 

Punctuation and 

Grammar 

 

Skills focus: 

- Revision of letter sounds, names and alphabet  

- Revision of Phase Three digraphs and trigraphs and segmenting skills 

for spelling  

- Reading and writing of common exception words 

- Writing sentences with capital letters, finger spaces and full stops 

- To recognise and form capital letters. 

Summary: 

- We will be endeavouring to facilitate the children’s independence 

with these skills so it is represented in their creative writing 

independently.  

Mathematics Skills focus: 

Number and Place Value 

-Exploring numbers to ten and recapping addition and taking away 

-Recapping recognising and ordering numbers to 20 

- Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

-Understanding tens and ones (including making amounts with resources, 

including money) 

-Comparing values and amounts, including money, weight and height. 

-Ordering numbers to 100 using numerals, money, length and capacity 

 

 

Fractions: 

- Understanding that a fraction is part of a whole 

- Making a whole one 

- Finding a half and a quarter with amounts and numerals 

- Finding a half and a quarter of a shape. 



Science Skills focus: 

Animals Including Humans  

-Name the basic parts of the body.  

- Name the senses and say which body part is associated with each sense.  

-Identify and name a range of common animals. 

 - Describe the structure of common animals, including some parts of the 

body that are specific to animals 

- Say something that is the same and something that is different about two 

animals.  

- Understand that animals have different diets.  

-Use their senses to perform simple tests. 

 

 

 Seasonal Changes 

-name the four seasons 

 - name different types of weather 

 - make observations about the weather 

 - describe the weather associated which each season 

- collect and record simple data 

 - make simple observations about changes across the seasons 

-  

P.E. Skills focus: 

- Sprinting different distances 

- Jumping using two feet and then one foot 

- Perform simple dance actions, copy short motifs and link actions 

together 

- Travel in different ways and perform simple rolls. 

- Throw using both over and under arm 

- Pass a ball to a partner in different ways 

- Hit a ball or stop a ball. 

Music Skills focus 

- Sing and follow the melody (tune). 



- Perform with others. 

- Play simple rhythmic patterns on an instrument. 

- Sing/ clap a pulse increasing or decreasing in tempo. 

- Tell the difference between long and short sounds. 

- Tell the difference between high and low sounds. 

Computing Skills focus: 

Computing: 

-  
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Geography 

 

 

In geography the children will be exploring Our School giving the children 

the opportunity to recocgnise places in their local area, use a basic map and 

a compass and recognise basic map symbols. 

For the second half of the autumn term, we will be studying history. The 

children will be learning about War and Remembrance. They will be given 

the opportunity to explain what happens on Remembrance Day and discuss 

the significance of the First World War.   

In Art and Design, we will also be mixing paints to create all the secondary 

colours, predicting the outcomes when we mix and match colours. We will 

look at a variety of different artists throughout Year One. 

History 

 

Art & 

Design 
 

 


