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Reception Curriculum Letter 

Autumn 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This half term our topic is ‘All About Us’. For this topic we will be focusing on the 
children settling into Reception life, reflecting on themselves and what makes them 
special and allowing opportunities for us as staff to get to know the children and their 
interests better as well as them having the opportunity to learn more about their peers 
and us! Due to the current circumstance we find ourselves in we will be spending a lot 
of time on carefully transitioning the children back into school after their time at home 
and from prior settings. Next half term our topic is ‘Celebrations Around the World!’, 
during this topic we will teach and explore different celebrations from around the world 
with the children.   

The bullet points below show the objectives that we will be focusing on this term from 
the seventeen aspects of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Throughout the topics there may be other focuses where we explore the children’s 
interests and events that are important to them. 

Religious Education 

Our topic for this half term will be ‘God’s World’. Our learning goals will be to: 

• Know that God loves and cares for each one of us, and reflect on this. 

• Hear about and respond to the things God created for us. 

• Know that God has asked us to care for the world and to think of ways in which 
we can help to do it. 

• Know that God made each one of us different and special, and reflect on this. 

After the half term our topic will be ‘God’s Family’. Our learning goals will be to: 

• Be aware that God made all the people in the world to be part of his family -and 
that we are part of it too. 

• Know that God made us to know and love him and to show our love for him by 
helping one another. 

• Know that God has given us gifts so that we can show his life to others. 

• Know that God’s greatest gift to us was to send us his only son, Jesus, and 
respond to that gift. 

We will also be learning our Class Prayers, the Sign of the Cross and the children will 

participate in class Collective Worship.   
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Personal, social and emotional development 

This term we will be spending lots of time supporting the children as they settle into 
their new environment. We will focus on helping them to build and form new 
relationships with the adults and their peers, supporting them to gain confidence to 
initiate play and conversations.  

• To keep play going by responding to what others are saying or doing.  

• To initiate conversation with their new friends and teachers, attending to and 
taking account of what others say.  

• To show confidence in asking adults for help.  

• To usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and understand 
that wishes may not always be met.  

• To learn that their actions affect other people, for example: to become upset or 
try to comfort another child when they realise they have upset them.  

 
Communication and language 

• To be able to follow directions.  

• To build up their ability to concentrate and sit quietly during an appropriate 
activity.  

• To respond to basic instructions and then go on to follow instructions involving 
a two-part sequence.  

• To extend their vocabulary, exploring the meaning of new words.  

 

Physical development 

Due to current circumstances we will have a greater emphasis on Health and Self-
Care this term. The children will learn:  

• To be able to wash and dry their hands properly.  

• To eat a healthy range of food and understand the need for variety in food.  

• To be able to copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name.  

• To negotiate space successfully when playing racing or chasing games with 
others, adjusting their speed or direction to avoid obstacles.  

• To experiment different ways of moving.  

 

Literacy 

• To describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 

• To continue a rhyming string. 

• To write their name (with a capital letter only at the beginning of their name).  
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• To be able to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

• To give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.  

Phonics (Reading/Writing) 

At the beginning of the term we will recap on Phase 1 ‘Letters and Sounds’, we will 
then quickly move on to Phase 2 ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics. We will begin by 
teaching the children individual initial sounds, alongside high frequency ‘tricky words’ 
(words that cannot be sounded out such as: the, go, no) . They will move on from orally 
blending and segmenting to blending and segmenting with letters. By the end of Phase 
2 we aim for the children to read some VC (at, it) and CVC words (sat, pin) and to be 
able to spell them.  

Mathematics 

Number 

• To show an interest in representing numbers.  

• To count objects to 10 and then begin to count beyond 10. 

• To select the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5 objects and then 1 to 10 
objects.  

 

Shape, space and measure  

• To talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’.  

• To use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes and use 
mathematical terms to describe shapes.  

• To describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next to’.  

 
Understanding the world 

• To know some things that make them unique, and to talk about some 
similarities and differences in relation to family and friends.  

• To enjoy joining in with family customs and routines.  

• To look at similarities, differences, patterns and change.  

• To complete a simple program on a computer.  

 

Expressive arts and design 

• To realise that tools can be used for a purpose.  

• To build up a repertoire of songs and dances.  

• To explore different sounds of instruments.  

• To create simple representations of events, people and objects.  

• To choose particular colours for a purpose.  
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Learning at home 

Here are some ways in which you can support your child at home: 

• Helping them to gain independence e.g.: encouraging them to put on their own 
coat, jumper or cardigan and tidying up their toys when they having finished 
playing with them.  

• Reading books with your child and discussing the book e.g.: the characters and 
the setting, or encouraging them to join in with repeated refrains or phrases. 

• Emphasising the initial sounds in words to support your child in hearing and 
saying initial sounds, for example “I am going to buy a b ,b, banana”. Once your 
child is confident in hearing and saying initial sounds, encourage them to write 
them, “can you write down our shopping list?”.  

• Practise writing their name with them.  

• Pointing out shape and number in the environment, for example going on shape 
or number walks to see how many different shapes or numbers you can find 
together.  

• Counting together, this could be through cooking opportunities “please pass me 
three eggs”.  

• Discussing amounts with your child, “you had five carrots, you have eaten one, 
you now have four carrots”.  

• Asking your child ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions to explain reasoning.  

• Singing lots of songs and rhymes with your child and having a dance to different 
types of music.  

Finally, if there is ever a significant event in your child’s life we would love to hear 

about it! This gives us a great insight into their lives and is a fantastic talking point 

with the children. You can do this using our ‘Wow Moment’ sheet attached to our 

class blog or send in information or pictures with your child.  

We look forward to getting to know and settling your children into Reception this term 
and look forward to working with you.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Reception Team  

Miss S Collis and Miss J Brownscombe  

 


