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Nursery Curriculum Letter 

Autumn 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This half term our topic is: ‘All about Us’.  

Next half term our topic is: ‘Celebrations around the world’ . 

The bullet points below show the objectives that we will be focusing on this term from 
the seventeen aspects of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

Throughout the topics there may be other focuses where we explore the children’s 
interests and events that are important to them. 

Religious Education 

Our topic for this half term will be ‘God’s World’. Our learning goals will be: 

• To know that God loves and cares for each one of us, and reflect on this. 

• To hear about and respond to the things God created for us. 

• To know that God has asked us to care for the world.  Think of ways in which 
we can help to do it. 

• To know that God made each one of us different and special, and reflect on 
this. 

After the half term our topic will be ‘God’s Family’. Our learning goals will be: 

• To be aware that God made all the people in the world to be part of his family -
and that we are part of it too. 

• To know that God made us to know and love him and to show our love for him 
by helping one another. 

• To know that God has given us gifts so that we can show his life to others. 

• To know that God’s greatest gift to us was to send us his only son, Jesus, and 
respond to that gift. 

  



Living & Learning, inspired by our faith 

 
 

Personal, social and emotional development 

This term we will be spending lots of time supporting the children as they settle into 
the environment, and helping them to build relationships with the adults and their 
peers. 

We will be playing lots of turn-taking games and modelling to the children how to share.  
Our goals will be to help each child to: 

• Separate from main carer with support and encouragement from a familiar 
adult. 

• Select and use activities and resources with help. 

• Begin to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, 
sometimes with support from others. 

• Become interested in others’ play and start to join in. 
 

Communication and language 

• Show interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes. 

• Listen to others (one to one or in small groups), when conversation interests 
them. 

• Understand ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions (e.g. Who’s that/can?; 
What’s that?; Where is.?). 

• Respond to simple instructions: e.g. to get or put away an object. 

• Use language as a powerful means of widening contacts, sharing feelings, 
experiences and thoughts. 

Physical development 

• To turn pages in a book, sometimes several at once. 

• Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as: 
slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, 
sliding and hopping. 

• To use one-handed tools and equipment e.g.: makes snips in paper with child 
scissors. 

• To manage washing and drying hands.  

• To dress with help e.g.: puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when held up, 
pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it is fastened at the bottom. 

Health and Self care 

Due to current circumstances we will have a greater emphasis on Health and Self care 

this term. This will include promoting good hygiene practices, such as: 

• Encouraging independence in self-care routines. 

• Washing hands regularly. 
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Literacy 

• Fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g.: 
‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a …’. 

• Listen to, and join in with, stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small 
groups. 

• Distinguish between the different marks they make. 

• Sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 
 

Mathematics 

Number 

• To know that a group of things changes in quantity when something is added 
or taken away. 

• To use some number names and number language spontaneously. 

• To recite numbers in order to 10. 
 

Shape, space and measure  

• Begin to categorise objects according to properties such as shape or size. 

• Show an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making 
arrangements with objects. 

 
Understanding the world 

• Learn that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, others. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural world. 

• Know how to operate simple equipment e.g.:  turn on CD player and use remote 
control. 

 

Expressive arts and design 

• Experiment with blocks, colours and marks. 

• Enjoy joining in with dancing and ring games. 

• Sing a few familiar songs. 

• Engage in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences. 
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Learning at home 

Here are some ways in which you can support your child at home: 

• Helping them to gain independence e.g.: encouraging them to put on their own 
coat and tidying up their toys when they having finished playing with them.  

• Reading books with your child and discussing the book e.g.: the characters and 
the setting, or encouraging them to join in with repeated refrains or phrases. 

• Explaining that we read text from left to right. 

• Singing number songs together e.g.: five little monkeys, five little ducks. 
 
 

Finally, if there is ever a significant event in your child’s life we would love to hear 

about it! This gives us a great insight into their lives and is a fantastic talking point 

with the children. 

 

 

Thank you for your continuous support and we look forward to working with you this 
term. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Nursery Team 

Mrs Godbold and Miss McLaughlin.  

 


