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From the Festival Children's Events Co-ordinator, Lucy Chambers

Welcome to the latest children’s and schools’ newsletter about children’s books

and reading. Please circulate this to families, students and staff in your schools,

and anyone who might be interested. Happy reading and writing!

Lucy Chambers, Email: children@chiswickbookfestival.net

The Young People’s Poetry Competition 2020

In its 10th year, this proved as popular as ever with over 150 entries, mainly

from West London schools but also from schools further afield, including

Morocco! The judges had a very hard job selecting the winners.  We shall

announce them at the awards ceremony on September 11th - watch for details.

We introduced a new section this year to mark the historical importance of

children’s experience and thoughts about the Covid19 lockdown.  More details

in my next newsletter.  You will be able to read winning poems and the

Lockdown Selection on the website next term.

School may be out soon but this shouldn’t stop children reading and writing

even more.  See below for my recommendations of books and competitions.
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Mrs Susan Stanley-Carroll

You can read a profile of one of our poetry judges in The Times this morning.

Mrs Susan Stanley-Carroll retires today from Chiswick & Bedford Park

Preparatory School, 56 years after first standing in front of pupils in 1964. She's

been a judge since the poetry competition began ten years ago - and we send

her our heartfelt thanks and best wishes for a happy and active 'retirement'!

Summer Reading Challenge has begun

Keep reading all summer! The Reading Agency’s digital Summer Reading

Challenge is here, in partnership with public libraries. The Silly Squad

celebrates ‘funny books, happiness and laughter' so do join it!

Support local bookshops and the public library

Chiswick is well supplied with bookshops: Waterstones of course has a great

selection of children’s books, as does Bookcase and Oxfam Books (I volunteer

there on a Friday so come and say a socially distanced hello.) Chiswick Library

will be re-opening on July 13th. Remember that you can borrow e-books from

Chiswick Library too.  Check their website for details.

Read all summer

The United Kingdom Literacy Association (UKLA) runs a book award,

uniquely judged by teachers. There are fantastic quality texts and great reads

to engage ages 3 to 14, with a diverse range of voices and perspectives. 

These are some of my favourites: 

Fiction: Ages 3 – 6: Mixed  by Arree Chung; If All the World Were..  by Joseph

Coelho; Ages 7 – 10: Race to the Frozen North  by Catherine Johnson; The
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Book of Everything  by Karen Foxlee; 

Information books: ages 3 – 14: Counting on Katherine  by Helaine

Becker Once Upon a Raindrop  by James Carter.  

Read them all! Find the shortlists here. 

Need more inspiration?  See Love Reading 4 Kids here and The Book

Trust monthly recommendations here.

Competitions: keep on writing all summer

Write poetry: Foyle Young Poets  competition closes on July 31st

2020.  Enter as many poems as you like.  See details here.  

Write for films: Big Dreams On Screen Competition (80 years of Puffin

Books): share your dreams with the world. Storyboard your dream, whether it's

based on personal goals, an extraordinary idea or even your favourite Puffin

book. Above all, the judges will be looking for imagination and creativity! The

competition is open for those aged 7-12 years.  Closing date: August 3rd

2020. Details here

Write plays: As You Write It: See your ideas come to life on stage with The

BBC’s One Show and The Shakespeare North Playhouse.  Children aged 7 to

16 can enter an idea for a play, a short description of up to four of the main

characters and the first few opening lines. You’ll also need to tell us what

having the opportunity to write your play and have it performed on stage would

mean to you. Closing date: August 31st 2020.  Full details here.

The Chiswick Book Festival in September

This year's Festival will be smaller than usual and will take place online. We'll

announce more details next week. We have learned a lot from our sister event,

the Bedford Park Festival Online. If you missed it, or would like to enjoy the

events again, you can do so on the Streaming now: Festival catch-up page. 
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Can’t wait for the Chiswick Book Festival children’s events in September?

Hear children’s authors reading aloud, including Polly Dunbar and Long Nose

Puppets (above), Chris Riddell, Cressida Cowell and many others.  
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