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Cinema
Going to the cinema became one of the most popular 
forms of entertainment in the 20th century.

At the beginning of the 20th century, films were 
silent - a pianist would sit in the theatre and play 
live music that they thought might fit the story.

The first ‘talkie’ (a film that included sound and 
actors talking) was made in 1927 - The Jazz Singer.

By the 1930s, colour films began to be made.

People often went to the cinema once or twice a week, until televisions became popular.

The Wizard of Oz (1939) was the most popular movie of the decade.

Other popular films included King Kong (1933) and Dracula (1931).

Holidays
1936 - Billy Butlin set up the first family holiday 
camp in Britain including accommodation, food 
and entertainment.

Camping and caravanning became popular.

1960s - more people started 
travelling abroad with Spain 
being the most popular 
destination.

Key Vocabulary
broadcast To show on TV or radio.

century A period of 100 years.

decade A period of 10 years.

entertainment
An event or activity to provide 
amusement and enjoyment.

invented Created for the first time.

leisure Free time.

popular Liked by many people.

technology
A collection of tools and 
devices which help people to 
do something.

Sport
At the beginning of the 20th century, cricket was the most popular sport. However, 
during WWI, many soldiers played football while away from home and so this 
became more and more popular.

The first World Cup was held in 1930 in 
Uruguay and included just 13 teams.

England won The World Cup in 1966. The 
final, between England and Germany, was 
held at Wembley. It finished 2-2 so extra time 
was given. The final score was 4-2 to England. 
The crowd invaded the pitch to celebrate.

Famous footballers of the 20th 
century included:

Pelé
Diego Maradona
George Best
Bobby Charlton
Johan Cruyff
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By the 1960s, most families  
had their own television.

Television Moments
1929 The first television broadcast in Britain.

1953
Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation (a ceremony to mark 
the crowning of the new monarch) was televised.

1969 Apollo II Moon landing.

1981
The wedding of Prince Charles (now King Charles III) 
and Lady Diana.

The Swinging Sixties

Lots of changes took place in the 1960s, as many young people 
wanted a revolution (big change) in behaviour, clothes and music.

Food Music Clothes

Black Forest gateau

Cheese and 
pineapple sticks

Fondue

Prawn cocktail

Trifle

Songs about love 
and freedom

Rock, jazz, pop and 
folk music
Patsy Cline,  
Jimi Hendrix, 
The Supremes, 
The Beatles 

Doc Marten boots

Mini skirts

Mop top hair

Bright prints 
and colours

Technology

1920s

Radio became an important way 
of communicating. Live news and 
entertainment programmes were 
broadcast.

1930s Cinemas became very popular.

1950s TV became more popular than going to the cinema.

1958 The first computer game was created.

1969
The Internet was invented for use by the armed forces 
for defence.

1970s
Computers became cheap enough and 
small enough for many people to have 
in their homes.

1973
Mobile phones were invented but they became more 
popular in 1983 when they were available to buy.

1989 The World Wide Web was invented. 
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